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Well almost! And I have 40 years of experience to prove it.  
 
Edie is always doing something or, more usually, more than one thing. There are many 
aspects to her nature, too many to list here. She’s a planner. She’s impertinent. She’s a 
worker. She’s a quick learner. She’s a fan. She’s a leader. I’ll try to give you some 
examples of these and her other dimensions. 
 
As a planner, Edie focuses on all the details. On everything.  All the time. She spent 42 
years working at IBM and concentrated on that. You couldn’t find a bigger 
company-woman. She has been a knitter (self-taught at 16) so she is always focusing 
(and sometimes cursing) about the complicated patterns she chooses to make. She’s a 
singer. She says she can’t remember tunes unless she concentrates on them. 
Sometimes when we’re traveling, she’ll be knitting and singing and worrying on a work 
problem all at the same time, while we are figuring out how to get more people involved in 
some fannish project. 
 
Yes, she is a fan too. That’s how I met her 40 years ago. 
 
Impertinent? In early 1979, Edie showed up at one of the meetings of the Coral Springs 
Science Fiction League, Traveling Fanvariety Show, and Social Drinking Society, a social 
gathering of fans which I hosted. The thing I remember most from that meeting was that 
she introduced herself with a scurrilous joke. My first thought was that she sounded like a 
foul mouthed New Yorker. I can say this without bias because I grew up in New York City. 
It turned out she was born in Coney Island. Months later, Edie started courting me during 
a fannish moving party. While I was out picking up the rental truck, she convinced the 
local fans to move all my furniture into the front yard, supposedly for staging. Then she put 
“For Sale” signs on everything. I'm a slow learner but even I could recognize that she was 
going to be trouble. 
 
Quick learner? Perhaps, you need a little more background on Edie. When she was 
young, she was precocious, and a bit notorious. As soon as she was born, her father 
announced that she was going to be a genius. All the stories about her on the internet are 
not true. Some of them are, but not all. She did skip a few grades, and high school. She 
did start college at 12. She was on the television show To Tell the Truth when she was 14 
and did go drinking with Jack Parr. To be fair to Jack, she did look older than 14. She was 
a mathematics teaching assistant in graduate school at Michigan State at 16. A lot of 
magazine and newspaper articles, and a few books were written about her, probably 
more than she liked. 
 
However Edie didn’t mind at all when Gene Roddenberry wrote to her after seeing a 
newspaper article about the young mathematician who read science fiction and watched 



his TV show. But she credits Ted White as her fannish godfather because she read “The 
Clubhouse” columns about fandom that he published in his professional fanzines, 
Amazing and Fantastic.  
 
Edie went to work at IBM soon after leaving MSU. Her 42 year career at the company 
encompassed many different areas from automating telephone systems to putting 
computers in trucks to medical systems. She worked in development, marketing and 
research. During that time, she received recognition as a Master Inventor and as a 
Distinguished Engineer. She has 201 U.S. patents. Her work has been recognized at 
various conferences and written about in The Economist. She was a member of the 
Technology Council of the IBM Academy of Technology which met around the world 
(thereby allowing her achieve one of her dreams – riding an elephant in its native 
environment). 

In 2012, Edie was the second recipient of the Kate Gleason Award presented by the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) as a lifetime achievement award for 

technical excellence for females in engineering and technology. She was even the 
Science Guest at Balticon 49 in 2015.  
 
In her early days at IBM, Edie went looking for local fandom. She put a FIAWOL bumper 
sticker on her car to troll for fans, and found two - Tony Parker and Craig Newmark, also 
IBMers. They became fannish compatriots. If you're old enough you might have seen 
them attending conventions in the ‘70s, each wearing T-shirts that said "1/3 of Boca 
Fandom". Edie has always enjoyed mixing her worlds – while at IBM Research she 
brought Vernor Vinge to talk about the Singularity. She later gained some notice by 
bringing together filk and sea chanteys for a presentation at the Mystic Sea Music 
Symposium. She will be part of a maritime filk on Saturday night here at Loscon. 
 
After Edie and I got married in late 1979, we did what any fannish couple would do. We 
started a couple of clubs and conventions. We published a few handfuls of publications 
together including the L.A.con IV Program Book: The Space Cadet’s Manual and the Lee 
Hoffman festschrift zine, Happy Birthday, LeeH!  Lee Hoffman, a leading light of 50s 
fandom, called Edie her twin sister, despite their 20 year difference. 
 
Edie, however, was not satisfied with that. She was on the board of the South Florida 
Science Fiction Society (SFSFS) for many years and chaired for a while (along with 
intermittently leading groups for book discussion, and filk). She was a righteous 
responder to IRS comments on the SFSFS 501(c)(3) application. Edie chaired Tropicon 8 
and convinced legendary Irish fan Walt Willis to attend a US convention for the first time in 
more than 25 years. That led to an entertaining trip report, The Enchantment, in which 
Walter described her as the “Elfin Earth Mother” of fandom. 
 
Edie has worked on dozens of conventions from programming and ops to chairing and 
publications. She was programming division head for MagiCon (1992). In recent years, 
her appreciation and knowledge of science fiction art has been on display in historical art 
retrospectives at Worldcons, World Fantasy cons and especially for 12 years at 
Boskones.  



 
Nowadays, Edie doesn’t do much. She’s the webmaster for The FANAC Fan History 
Project at FANAC.org, for which she has put online about 6,000 fanzines and hundreds of 
photos in the last few years. As one of the leaders of the FANAC Fan History Project, she 
started and runs the FANAC Fan History YouTube channel – 
https//:www.youtube.com/c/FanacFanHistory where she has so far provided over 70 
audio and video recordings from 1962 to present, covering writing, filk, TV adaptations, 
HPL, costuming, Star Wars, comics, fanzines and science fiction history.  
 
She is an avid knitter and keeps me in socks and sweaters and such. Oh, and she has just 
joined, as Vice-President, a start-up company, Amicus Brain, which you should look up. 
They intend to help the elderly using artificial intelligence. 
 
Her fannish activity has been rewarded by being an honorary lifetime member of SFSFS, 
a Fellow of NESFA, a winner of the Big Heart Award and being selected as Fan Guest of 
Honor here at Loscon. Be sure to say hello, she loves making new fannish fans. 
 
With all this going on, do you understand why it is impossible to live with her? I haven’t 
even mentioned the things she does for fun: yoga, gardening, birds, travel (35 countries 
and counting). It’s ridiculously hard to keep up!  
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